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A Juror’s Rights and Responsibilities

Jury Duty

Jury duty is an interesting and important service which
you may be summoned to provide by the district court
of your county, or by the Federal District Court. Jury
service is a citizen’s right and responsibility. It is a seg-
ment of the law which protects our fundamental rights.
Your full cooperation is an important contribution to
the fair, eflicient administration of justice.

Many people are unfamiliar with courtroom proce-
dures and what is expected of a juror. The following is
a short explanation to help you understand your rights
and duties should you be summoned for jury duty.

Why a Jury?

A group of people with separate and varied life experi-
ences can usually arrive at a better verdict than a single
person with more limited experience. Normally, juries
are composed of six or 12 people and alternates.

Types of Trials

Th)zre are at least two parties represented in every trial.
In civil cases, one party is the plaintiff and the other
party is the defendant. These cases often involve prop-
erty, money or civil rights. In criminal cases, the gov-
ernment is the prosecutor and the defendant is a person
who is charged with a crime. In addition to a possible
fine, the defendant’s life or liberty may also be at stake.

Conduct of Trial

Selection of Jury

The entire group of people summoned for jury service is
called a panel. The jury will be selected from the panel.
In Kansas State Courts, jury panels may be drawn from
two sources: the list of registered voters and a list of
drivers’ licenses. In Federal Court, only registered vot-
ers are used. The selection of each individual is ran-
domly made by a computer.

After a prospective juror’s name has been called and
the juror is seated in the jury box, the judge may ask
certain questions. This process is called voir dire. Af-

ter the judge concludes, each attorney may ask all jurors
questions. These questions are not in any way meant to
embarrass anyone; they are asked only to check qualifica-
tions to sit as a fair and impartial juror in this particular
case and nothing more. If a juror feels, for any reason,
that he or she cannot sit as a fair and impartial juror, the
judge or attorney needs to be told. Even after the ques-
tions are concluded by the attorneys for both sides, a ju-
ror may still be dismissed without cause, as the law pro-
vides certain challenges without stating the cause. These
are called peremptory challenges and are not an adverse
reflection on anyone being excused.

Opening Statements

After the selection of the jury, the attorneys for both sides
explain the positions of their respective clients, what they
claim, and what they expect to prove. These opening
statements are not evidence but explanations, and the
claims made must be proven by competent evidence.

Presentation of FEvidence/Examination

of Witnesses

Both parties usually attempt to prove their sides of the
case through witnesses. The witnesses are examined first
by the attorney who called them; this is called direct
examination. Then the other attorney may examine the
witnesses; this is called cross examination. This can pro-
ceed further by redirect or re-cross examination.

Objections made by attorneys are sometimes technical,
but they are made in an effort to limit the testimony to
what is pertinent to the case. If the judge sustains the ob-
jection, the evidence is not proper and should be exclud-
ed, and if the judge overrules the objection, the witness
may proceed to answer the question asked. If the objec-
tion is sustained, jurors must disregard and not consider
any answer or inference.

Sometimes during the trial, the jurors are excused so that
the attorneys may present an argument to the court con-
cerning an objection or another legal matter. This is done
so that the jurors will not be prejudiced by any statements
made. Lawyers are within their rights and have a duty
to object when evidence that they believe is improper is

offered. Objections being sustained or overruled should
not cause a juror to give either side any more favorable or

unfavorable consideration.

Final Arguments

The closing argument is first made by the plaintiff’s attor-
ney or the prosecution, who will present their version of
the case. The defendant’s attorney will follow with a sum-
mary of their view. Then the plaintiff’s actorney has the
opportunity to present concluding or rebuttal argument.

Instructions

At the conclusion of the trial, the judge will instruct the
jurors as to the law applying to the particular case. Jurors
must base their verdict on the judge’s instructions as to
the law, rather than on their own notions of what the law
is, or ought to be.

Jury Deliberations

The jurors, upon being taken to the jury room, will first
select a foreperson to preside over the deliberations. The
jurors will discuss the evidence and attempt to arrive
at a fair and impartial verdict according to the facts as
presented from the witness stand, and the law as given
to them by the judge’s instructions. When they have
done this, the jurors will be returned to the courtroom
where the verdict is read.

Juror’s Responsibilities

When a person receives a jury summons, it is vital to
respond. If prospective jurors have any concerns or is-
sues, they should contact the appropriate jury office.
Prospective jurors should make advance arrangements
for dependent care, transportation, time off work and
other issues.

Jurors should never be late,
always sit in the same seat
and give their attention
to the witnesses and the
attorneys. 'The case is
important to someone,
and that someone could
be you someday. Jurors
should not talk with any-
one about the case, or allow
others to talk to them about
it, or discuss it in other’s presence
during the trial and jury deliberations.

Jurors should not use social media to talk about the
trial, or express any views while the case is pending.

Jurors must try to avoid and never let TV, radio, news-
paper or internet articles on the trial affect any decision.
They may be incomplete or biased, and a miscarriage of
justice could result. During the trial, do not read, view,
or listen to news reports or search the internet relating
to the case or trial. If the suit involves some particular
place or scene, jurors should not make a personal in-
spection of the place unless the court orders the jury



